Front Matter by unknown
Language Arts Journal of Michigan
Volume 11
Issue 2 Focus: Teaching Writing Article 1
1-1-1995
Front Matter
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/lajm
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Language Arts Journal of
Michigan by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
(1995) "Front Matter," Language Arts Journal of Michigan: Vol. 11: Iss. 2, Article 1.
Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.9707/2168-149X.1516


The Language Arts Journal of Michigan 

Language Arts Journal of Michigan 
Volume II, Number 2 

Fall 1995 

TitleI Author Page 
IN HER OWN WORDS: AN INTERVIEW WITH AUTHOR SUE HARRISON ............................ 1 

Sue Steffel 

LANGUAGE ACTMTIES IN A PRE-KINDERGARTEN CLASS ................................................ 6 

Cathy O'Berry Edington 

ASSUMPTIONS, FRUSTRATIONS, AND BELIEFS: ONE TEACHER'S 

STRUGGLE TO TEACH WRITING ........................................................................................ 8 

Margy Dewey 

KIDS AS WRITERS: THE POWER OF PUBLISHING ........................................................... 11 

Mary Dekker 

ISRAEL'S JOURNEY: USING SKETCH-TO-STRETCH TO MAKE MEANING 

WITH LITERATURE ........................................................................................................... 15 

Judith J. Cova Kelly and Cheryl A. Yocum 

WRITING IN MATH ............................................................................................................ 20 

Dena M. Downey 

GAMES AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING INVENTION ................................................... 23 

Susan M. Katz and Leslie Richardson 

NANCIE ATWELL I'M NOT! ................................................................................................ 32 

Pam Nagy 

EXPANDING THE ROLE OF THE PERSONAL NARRATIVE ................................................. 36 

JaneU Cleland and Jodi Wlrt 

PEER TEACHING IN THE WRITING CLASSROOM-NOT AGAIN? ..................................... .43 

David James 

"GUESS WHAT? I GOT AN An -TEACHING HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

TO WRITE ABOUT EVERYfHING (AND MAYBE EVEN TO LIKE IT A LITILE) ..................... 49 

Audrey Gebber 

AN INTERACTIVE WRITING PROJECT WITH A VERY SPECIAL AUDIENCE ....................... 53 

Celeste Crouch 

GETIING STARTED WITH WRITING PORTFOLIOS IN THE CLASSROOM .......................... 58 

Jeanette Nassif 

Title/Author Page 
STORYTELLING AND THE CAREER I-SEARCH PAPER ...................................................... 62 

Michelle Walker 

CELEBRATION OF WRITING ............................................................................................. 68 

Diana Wakeford 

WHAT WE CAN LEARN FROM LISTENING: COLLEGE STUDENTS 

TALK ABOUT WRITING ..................................................................................................... 74 

Sharon Thomas 

A COMPOSITION CLASS THAT TEACHES ITSELF: STRUCTURING AN 

EFFECTIVE COLLABORATIVE CONVERSATION ............................................................... 80 

Celeste Resh 

A TRANSFORMED TRADITIONALIST OR WHAT I LEARNED IN THE 

WRITING PROJECT .......................................................................................................... 84 

Patricia Short 

THE WRITING TEACHER .................................................................................................. 86 

Rhonda Hawthorne-Larkin 

RETHINKING WRITING IN THE CLASSROOM: PLANNING FOR 

THE MEAP AND THE PROFICIENCY TESTS ...................................................................... 87 

Ellen H. Brinkley 

THE HIGH SCHOOL WRITING PROFICIENCY: TOKEN PROCESS? ................................... 98 

Lynn Chrenka, Faye Kuzma, and Brenda Vasicek 

YOU CAN TEACH WRITING (WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM YOUR "FRIENDS") .................. 105 

Susan Sturock 

DEFINING ENGLISH ....................................................................................................... 108 

Jennifer Ochoa 

INTERVIEW AS PERFORMANCE: GATHERING AND SHARING HOW IT 

WAS AND HOW IT IS ...................................................................................................... III 

Mark Shaheen 

WHERE TO TURN AFTER PAULSEN'S HATCHET ................................................................. 114 

Peter Butts 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE 
As teachers of the English Language Arts we have always been interested in the teaching of 
writing and "Getting ItWrite." For years we have attempted to share our excitement about the power 
of writing with our colleagues. Now the anticipation ofthe first Writing MEAP and High SchoolWriting 
Proficiency Test has raised the level of concern over the teaching of writing across the state. We hope 
this issue will be of help to those new to writing instruction. as well as to all of us who look to our 
colleagues to inform us of alternative ways of teaching and thinking about writing. 
The articles demonstrate many aspects ofwriting practice as well as the issues that surround 
it. More than twenty teachers from pre-kindergarten through college deSCribe a wide variety of 
practices including letterwriting. writing to learn. reading/writing connections. I-Search papers. peer 
conferencing. portfolios. celebrations of writing, and what happens in a writing center. But far more 
than mere descriptions of what works. these articles show what happens as teachers wrestle with 
converting theory into practice. letting us in onwhat's involved in both the struggles and successes of 
the teaching of writing. 
We lead off with an inteIView of the nationally known author Sue Harrison who talks about 
writing and herself as a writer. We hope teachers will be able to share ideas from this inteIView with 
their students. 
Followingthe interview, the articles are arrangedby levelsbeginningwith the elementarygrades 
and proceeding through middle school. high school. and college. Then Ellen Brinkley takes a close look 
at the MEAP and Writing ProfiCiency Test. while Chrenka. Kuzma. and Vasicek question the testing 
process. We conclude this issuewith our columns by Susan Sturock, Jennifer Ochoa. Mark Shaheen. 
and Peter Butts. 
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